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Setting the Deadline for the Annulment Lawsuit
in Qatari Legislation:
A Comparative Study

Abstract

This research addresses a critical issue concerning the procedural requirements
fortheadmissibility ofannulmentlawsuits, specifically the condition ofthe dead-
line. The significance of this study lies in its focus on the regulation of one of the
most vital formal prerequisites for filing an annulment claim: the time limit for
initiating legal proceedings.

The problem examined in this study stems from the fact that the Qatari leg-
islator has not provided a detailed and comprehensive regulation of this con-
dition. Rather, the relevant provisions remain general and imprecise. Conse-
quently, ambiguity persists regarding key aspects of this condition, such as
the commencement, suspension, interruption, and extension of the time limit,
as well as the identification of administrative decisions that are not subject to
this temporal requirement.

This research adopts both the descriptive-analytical and comparative method-
ologies to explore how the deadline operates and to analyze the factors that
affect its applicability. These methods aim to achieve a nuanced understanding
of the legal framework governing this issue.

The study reached several conclusions, the most notable of which is that the
Qatari legislator does not explicitly recognize the submission of a request for
exemption from judicial fees as a valid ground for the interruption or suspen-
sion of the deadline. Moreover, the law fails to specify when such interruption
Or suspension ceases.

Based on these findings, the study proposes a number of recommen-
dations. Chief among them is the amendment of Article (6) of the Law
on the Adjudication of Administrative Disputes to read as follows:
“Thetimelimitforfilinganannulmentlawsuitshall be sixty days fromthe day fol-
lowingthe date on which the contested administrative decisionis published in the
Official Gazette, or in bulletins issued by administrative bodies, or from the date
itis served to the concerned party, or from the date on which the concerned party

acquires actual and certain knowledge thereof, by any means,
including electronic methods. The time limit shall expire at the end of the last
day thereof...”

Keywords: validity of administrative decisions, appeals, certainty of knowl-
edge, administrative grievance.
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