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Legislative Tools Needed to Combat Money Laundering Crimes
A Comparative Analytical Study of Arab, British, and American
Money Laundering Laws

Abstract:

The security of any country in the world is no longer isolated from others,
and crime is no longer confined to geographic borders. It has also become
non-traditional, unrestricted by time or place attributes that are all a result
of globalization and the reality of the world as a small village. Money
laundering is a crime that has come to embody all these characteristics and
casts a severe shadow over community security, national economies, and even
over the political entities struggling in many countries worldwide. This study
analyzes all Arab money laundering laws and compares them with the money
laundering legislations in England and some states in the United States. It
explores the legal and historical roots of this crime, the extent of agreement
on a common terminology in these legislations, as well as the legal nature of
criminal liability in money laundering offenses and the need to deviate from
general provisions in many cases. The community’s interest in preserving
its economic structure from any destruction or interference necessitates that
the criminal liability for money laundering crimes have specific provisions
governing it. However, this deviation must be structured and based on a set of
principles that define and regulate it, which is discussed in this research.

Keywords: Crime, Organized Crime, Money Laundering
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Secondary Involve-) ggililly La¥l delall o) (he Gnlami¥! daall paml udg (159 oyl 1LY

. (Serious Offences) salbusll @l A (Felony) &bzl Laal allay [ilas| 3 gal=sd) Glasll slladl o8 133
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@bl Cend paall Slede Taliil sl .(Common Law Offences) Zalall Lanyadl ) il @Sl
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134 The accessories and Abettors Act (AAA) 1861 as amendded by the criminal Law Act (ClwA) 1977 states:
“Whosoever shall aid, abet, counsel, or procure the commission of any indictable offence, whether the same
be an offence of common law or by virtue of any act passed or to be passed, shall be liable to tried, indicated
and punished as a principle offender” .
135 Mike Molan, Denis Lanser and Duncan Bloy, Bloy and Parry’s, Principles of Criminal Law, fourth Edition,
Cavendish publishing limited, London, 2000, P 112.
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136 “Therefore, both principle and accessory face the same consequence if convicted”, Smith and Hogan,
Criminal Law, 9th Edition, Buttherworth, London, 1999, P 122.

1975 ale dide Cusye Auad § (Widgery) 3ysll oS> @ sla L 1da 137

Lord Widgery CJ observed: “If there were no difference between those four words, then Parliment would be

wasting time in using four words where two or three would do, we approach the section on the footing that each

word must be given its ordinary meaning”.

138 clause 26 (1) : A person is guilty of an offence as a principle if: (a) with the fault required for the offence he
does the act or the acts specefied for the offence; or (b) he does at least one such act and procuers, assists or
encourages any other such acts done by another; or (c) he procueres, assists or encourages such act or acts
done by another who is not himself guilty of an offence because: (i) he is under 10 years of age; or (ii) he does
the act or the acts without the fault required for the offence; or (iii) he has a defence.

139 Mike Molan, Denis Lanser and Duncan Bloy, Bloy and Parry’s, Principles of Criminal Law, fourth Edition,
Cavendish publishing limited, London, 2000, P 25.
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